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Go West Young Man, Go West:    by R.G. Blocks 

 

Were this a century back it could be compared with barn raising, fall roundup or your neighbors 

helping you pick your bumper crop.  Folks come to Three Lakes Wisconsin to have a good time 

and this would be that.  Some came this past Saturday to help Janel Wolke pack her store for 

moving.  We started at 8 AM and were moved out by 11 AM. Some came to help Dale Wolke re-

hang and re-shelve goods.  They finished by 4PM.  Then, there were the guys in the middle, 

including Janel’s dad, Paul who claims to have transported something like 12,500 items.  It was 

Janel’s dad who did much of the work on the big pyramids at Gaza: but that was long ago. 

 

To the left, we find Marge 

Blocks and Janel Wolke with 

the first of many empty boxes 

to be filled. Note they are 

standing in front of some 

very over-crowded shelves in 

the old Choo Choo Store. 

 

The idea would be to package 

everything in the shop and 

move it about 150 feet to the 

west to a much larger and 

attractive showroom location 

with additional provisions for 

training.  
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The large O, HO Gauge train layout will be packed up and moved on the weekend of January 21-

22.  

 

Dale Wolke, Mr Choo 

himself, came down the 

street to pull a cartload of 

small parts.  Mrs Choo is 

instructing him in the art of 

moving.  Together, they 

form team Choo Choo. 

 

The move was greatly aided 

by Rob Baker’s Food who 

donated his shop carts.  

White Deer Liquor owner 

John Olkowski, Jr. provided 

some much needed talent in 

rigging fully loaded rotating 

display racks for transport. 

Janell a waitress at Main 

Street Café loaned two Coke 

carts which lightened the workload.  These business folks saved the pack and unpacking crews 

considerable effort and hours of labor.   
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By and large the effort to move the Choo Choo Store went without a hitch and was a multiple 

laugh occasion.  We won’t say anything about pants sliding down as a plumber was imitated.  

The payroll for the day included coffee and sweet rolls, pizza, soft-drinks and lots of atta-boys. 

 

   
 

John Olkowski, Jr. and Ray Grabowski are removing a security mirror. Diane Grabowski and 

Janel just about have the old store empty and are still smiling.  Nothing was broken or lost.  

 

   
 

Susan Macek and Tarena from New Orleans are shown unpacking boxes and stocking shelves. 

 

   
 

Russ Szuta was a stalwart transportation specialist and Bill Voss took charge of HO track. 
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Jerry Fiorovante a good friend of Dale’s helped with 

tool stocking and Adam Forsyth was his number one 

assistant and can be credited with hanging the tool 

wall.  Work got accomplished when Adam rolled up 

his sleeves. 

 

Ed Jacobsen packed, moved and told stories.  Russ Szuta, John Macek re-mounted the security 

mirrors.  Wayne Campbell did a bang up job both packing and moving.  Brian Fletcher was the O 

gauge track specialist.  Dave Creadon helped pack.  It was smooth as clockwork. 

 

The new store was improved for ‘eye wash’ (ie, dolled up, prettied and organized) the following 

day.  These Sunday stalwarts included Florian Bieschke, Jerry Fiorovante, Bill Thrall, Bill Voss, 

Russ Szuta and John Macek.  Ray and Diane Grabowski also came back.  One must conclude that 

they liked the pizza on Saturday. Dave Walker, proprietor of the Main Street Café, provided free 

of charge, some of the goodies served and the pizza’s were of his creation.  We all learned that 

good work and food go well together.  

 

The new store address is1805 Superior Street.  The phones have not changed.  Locally please use 

715-546-8036 and the toll free is 888-546-3058.  The fax is 888-546-3069 and email remains the 

same: dale@thechoochoostore.com  .  

Packages may be sent to PO Box 234, 

Three Lakes, WI, 54562, which is the 

company mailbox.   Thus, only the store 

location changed.  Visit! 

 

This move and the force that helped it 

happen is all about friendship.  It was 

friends taking care of friends.  It was a 

“smiles were written all over their 

faces” sort of day.  Business is all about 

giving and receiving.  Repeat business is 

all about being happily served and a 

desire for a continuation of that 

pleasure.  Success is a two way street.  

We saw the making of it this weekend.   
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Kit A Long: a bricks and mortar approach  by K. McMillen 

 
When I started the signal tower kit 

I wanted to try a different brick 

painting technique that sounded 

interesting.  I sprayed all the 

brickwork pieces with Polly S aged 

concrete, the color I’d chosen for 

the mortar color.  When it had 

dried properly, the plan was to 

daub a brick color on the surface of 

the plastic pieces, giving the brick 

a nice dark color and 

leaving the lighter 

color in the mortar 

lines. 

 

This proved to be 

difficult, very 

difficult.  I tried 

several times to get a 

brush set with enough 

brick paint to daub 

onto the surface, 

without too much 

paint going into the 

mortar lines.  It didn’t work, the mortar lines just filled up.  So I grabbed a paper towel 

and wiped the castings.  Low and behold, the dark color stayed in the mortar grooves and 

left the concrete 

color on the brick 

face.  This is what 

it looks like: 

 

Interesting, but not 

real normal 

looking.  But the 

ease in which I 

was able to wipe 

the top of the 

casting, told me a 

more traditional 

approach would 

work nicely.  So 

starting from an 
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unpainted wall (I have two kits, to allow for mistakes), I applied aged concrete with a 

brush and immediately wiped the surface.  Here is the second attempt: 

  

 This much more like I had hoped.  So the work continues .  Did anyone else try the first 

method with better results?  I may shoot the whole thing with a red or brown and try 

spackling compound.  I read about that somewhere and thought it might be interesting to 

try.        KeithMcMillen – Las Vegas, NV 
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View from the Tower     by P.A. Wussow 

Congratulations to the entire crew that came together to move the Choo Choo Store to the 

new location.  Community and customer spirit of the people of the North Woods was in 

full swing.  I am sorry that I am still down in the Glen Ellyn house and could not help.   
 

On that note Sharon is doing better in her recovery from spinal surgery and we expected 

to be up at the lake right after Christmas.  Unfortunately her mother had to be admitted to 

the hospital again for additional treatment. Her condition is becoming stable.  We are 

now looking forward to see you all later sometime soon. 
 

I have taken the time in Glen Ellyn to hold operating sessions on the Perch Lake and 

Superior testing not only the Car card and Waybill system but also switch lists and a new 

photo enhanced car card system.  This system is easy on the eyes and also easy to 

understand the operations of the trains by the timetable.  I have turned in my paper work 

for the NMRA AP Chief Dispatcher and when I am sure I have fulfilled the requirements 

I will be publishing a clinic on the web and presenting at our meetings.  
 

A second activity that came from the operations with new operators is the addition of a 

long passing siding on my layout.  I have used a spline sub-roadbed system to create the 

base for the track that is inside a 32 inch radius reverse loop at the highest point on the 

layout. I will have more on that on the web and in the news. Editor Roger keeps our 

newsletter to a downloadable size; however, here squeezed in, is a before construction 

view.  
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Thanks to Keith for his article on the brick part of the tower in the Kit- A- Long project. 

We need more input as I know there are people from all over the NMRA watching to see 

how this all works.  
 

Looking at the web site www.tlmrc.org  I have added a link to the new Rhinelander site 

and a preview link to my PL&S site.  Please look these over and send me your thoughts.  

        Paul   


